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1st John 3:11-18 (2011 NIV) 

 
11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one 

another. 12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his 

brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and 

his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if 

the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, 

because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 
15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life residing in him. 
 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And 

we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has 

material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 

them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not 

love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

 

Application question: John tells us to love one another and then provides an 

example of how not to love one another. What are some things we can learn 

from Cain’s example about how not to treat one another? What might it have 

looked like for Cain to love Abel instead? (See Genesis 4:6–7 and Hebrews 11:4.) 

 

 Application question: Why do you think John tells us not to be surprised when 

the world hates us? How does this change the way you interact with 

nonbelievers, current events, politics, etc.? 

 

Application question: Are you surprised by verses 14 and 15, in which John says 

that our love for other Christians is one barometer of our faith in Christ? Why or 

why not?  

 



 

Application question: What is one important lesson about love, hatred, and faith 

we learn from 1 John 3:15? How does this change your relationship with God 

and others? (See Matthew 5:22–28.) 

 

Application question: Why is it impossible for us to say we love God and yet hate 

others—even the Church? How would you define “hate” in this context? Why do 

you think John makes such a big deal of this? 

 

Application question: Talk is cheap. Read 1 John 3:17-18 and discuss tangible 

ways to live out the love of Jesus 

 

Pray:  

 

- Pray for the group and their loved ones to love others well, just as Christ 

loved us. 

 

-  Pray that the group would experience grace and the Holy Spirit’s 

empowerment to respond in love when the world expresses hatred. 

 

-  Pray for the group to express sacrificial love toward those with material 

need. 

 

Homework: 

 

This week, as a group, prayerfully consider identifying an individual or family 

whose material needs you can meet. This is just one example. Feel free to explore 

other opportunities to love others the way Jesus has loved you. 
 


