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1st John 2:12-17 (2011 NIV) 

 
12 I am writing to you, dear children, 

    because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 
13 I am writing to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I am writing to you, young men, 

    because you have overcome the evil one. 
14 I write to you, dear children, 

    because you know the Father. 

I write to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

    because you are strong, 

    and the word of God lives in you, 

    and you have overcome the evil one. 
 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, 

love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father 

but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does 

the will of God lives forever. 

 

Application question: What does it mean that our sins are forgiven by God “…on 

account of his name”? 

 

 Application question: In v.15 what was your reaction to John’s statement: Do 

not love the world or anything in the world.”? 



 

 

Application question: According to John, what does having a love for “the 

world” and the things of the world indicate about our relationship with God? 

 

Application question: John describes love for the world as “the lust of the flesh 

and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life.” Do you struggle with any of these 

specific temptations? Why do you think these are a struggle? 

 

Application question: What does (or would) it look like to fight and avoid worldly 

temptations in your daily life? 

 

Application question: V.17 says that, “The world and its desires pass away…” 

What does this mean to you? 

 

Application question: V.17 also say, “…but whoever does the will of God lives 

forever.” Give examples of what it looks like to do the will of God in your life. 

Pray:  

- Pray that God would make the group aware of any blindness or dullness they 

have toward worldly temptation(s), so they can see, confess, and turn away from it. 

- Pray that God would fill everyone in the group with the Holy Spirit, empowering 

them to live the life God has called them to live. (See Ephesians 5:18.)  

Homework: 

This week, have each member of the group compare their social media experience, 

advertisements, and entertainment with all that is in the world according to John. 

They should ask themselves, “What temptation is this based on? Is it the desires of 

the flesh, the desires of the eyes, or pride of life?” Discuss your findings with one 

another throughout the week or before the next time you meet. 

 


